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Foreword 

I extend my sincere gratitude for your continued interest in and support 
of Independent Thought. It is my privilege to present our Annual Report 
for the financial year 2025–26, reflecting on another year of 
commitment, resilience, and meaningful impact.  

Since its inception, Independent Thought has remained steadfast in its 
vision of building a society grounded in equity, justice, and mutual 
respect where every individual, especially the most vulnerable, can live 
with dignity, freedom, and without fear. This year, we have continued 
to advance that vision by strengthening our efforts across critical areas 
including child rights and protection, prevention of child marriage, 
support for children in conflict with law, and improving access to 
education and health services. 

During the year, our flagship Campaign Against Child Marriage (CACM) continued to drive systemic change 
with a strengthened vision towards Mission 2029, particularly through extensive engagements across 
Assam, focusing on institutional accountability and enforcement mechanisms. We also expanded our 
efforts in strengthening child rights discourse through initiatives such as the Child Rights Media Fellowship 
in Assam, enabling responsible and ethical reporting on child protection issues. Our commitment to 
creating safer and equitable workplaces was reinforced through POSH (Prevention of Sexual Harassment) 
trainings and our role in institutional mechanisms such as Internal Complaints Committees. Additionally, 
our collaborations with judicial and training institutions, including engagements with Judicial Academies, 
contributed to strengthening legal understanding and procedural justice in child protection. Beyond 
national boundaries, Independent Thought continued its active participation in regional and international 
platforms, including South Asia-level consultations and global dialogues, reaffirming our commitment to 
advancing child rights and ending child marriage through collective, cross-border efforts.  

The challenges faced by marginalized communities, particularly children and women, remain complex and 
deeply rooted. However, our collective resolve has only grown stronger. Through strategic collaborations, 
community engagement and evidence-based interventions, we have expanded our reach and deepened 
our impact across multiple districts in Assam and beyond. 

This progress would not have been possible without the unwavering support of our donors, partners, and 
well-wishers. Your trust and commitment continue to drive our mission forward. I would also like to 
acknowledge the dedication and tireless efforts of the entire Independent Thought team, whose passion 
and integrity form the backbone of our work. 

As we move ahead, we remain committed to innovating, advocating, and working collaboratively to create 
sustainable change and ensure that every child and woman can realize their full potential. 

Thank you for being part of this journey. 

Warm regards, 
Vikram Srivastava 
Founder & CEO 
Independent Thought 
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1. Introduction 

Independent Thought (iThought – www.iThought.in) is a National Human Rights organization 
working towards equity, justice and mutual respect. Based in Delhi NCR, iThought provides 
technical and handholding support to non-government, government and multilateral Funding, 
Policy, Research and Grassroots organizations in several states of India.  
 
iThought has a dedicated team of multidisciplinary professionals and consultants with expertise 
in the areas of Law & Development; Rights of Children, Women and Marginalized Communities; 
Governance Intervention (ULB, PRI & Schedule Areas) and Conflict Zone; Social & Legal Studies & 
Action Research; Development of Legal Manuals & IEC Materials; & Imparting Trainings; 
Participatory and Rights Based Approach; Strategic Planning, Monitoring & Evaluations. 

As a National Organization, iThought and team has worked in several states, such as; Andhra 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, Haryana, Jharkhand, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.  

Our work is divided into following category: 

❖ Education and Capacity building 
❖ Advocacy 
❖ Research, monitoring and evaluation 
❖ Gender Justice Unit 

Mission 
To create an atmosphere where critical thinking, independence of thought and action based on 
reason of every individual is equally respected and are not barred based on age, gender, class, 
caste, religion, race etc. 
 
Vision   
A society based on Principles of Equity, Justice and Mutual Respect; where the mind is without 
fear and holding an Independent Thought is possible for every individual, including the most 
vulnerable, the Child. 
 
Values   
● Independence of Thought, Views and Expression 
● Encourage Innovative Creations 
● Non-discrimination & Pro people 
● Secular & Non-violence 
● Democracy, Transparency & Accountability 

 
 

http://www.ithought.in,/
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2. Highlights 

In 2025–26, Independent Thought deepened its commitment to legal empowerment and rights-
based development, with a strong focus on adolescents and vulnerable communities. The Legal 
Empowerment of Adolescents Programme remained central to its work, complemented by 
technical support to partner organizations in Assam and continued collaboration with 
government stakeholders, including the Department of Women and Child Development (DWCD). 

Independent Thought continued its efforts to prevent child marriage through community 
engagement, advocacy, and awareness-building initiatives aimed at driving behavioural change. 
During the year, 350 cases of child marriage were reported to relevant authorities, with the 
majority linked to elopement, underscoring the complexity of the issue and the need for 
continued intervention. Approximately 500 community members benefited indirectly through 
these outreach and capacity-building initiatives.  

• CACM: It is a coordinated initiative aimed at preventing child marriage through community 
awareness, adolescent empowerment, and strong engagement with government systems. 
Independent Thought continued to focus on: 

o Life skills and personal development sessions, along with CRD training for adolescents  
o Awareness session on adolescent empowerment  
o State level coordination meetings with government officials 
o Field visits to various departments and institutions for coordination & support  
o Convergence meeting with government stakeholders 
o Capacity building sessions with frontline workers 
o Community awareness program 
o Supported IEC material development   

• POSH: Independent Thought continues to work on the issue of POSH – Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment (POSH) framework, serving as an empanelled external member in Internal 
Complaints Committees across multiple institutions and conducting numerous training 
sessions. Its empanelment:  

o Empanelled with SheBox, Government of India  
o Internal Committee Member and Partnership  
o Nagaland State Commission for Women further expanded its institutional 

engagement. 
o Trainings Conducted and People covered  

• Cyber Chakravyuh: Addressing emerging digital challenges remained a key priority. Through 
its role as cofounder of Cyber Chakravyuh, the organization advanced efforts to promote a 
safe, inclusive, and accountable internet. A wide range of activities— 

o Conducted workshops and training sessions 
o awareness programs on responsible online behavior  
o sessions on prevention of online abuse 
o Participated in policy dialogues and advocacy efforts 
o Promoted community-level engagement 
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• Assam Media Fellowship on Child Rights: A notable milestone was the launch of the Assam 
Media Fellowship on Child Rights, aimed at enhancing media engagement on child protection 
issues.  

• Internship Program: The organization also maintained its commitment to experiential 
learning through its internship programme, engaging students from law and social work 
backgrounds in practical human rights work. 

• Knowledge Product: Additionally, the organization developed innovative IEC materials, 
including audio-visual content and animation videos on child marriage and cyber safety, to 
support awareness efforts across districts. 

Independent Thought continued to foster knowledge exchange and partnerships by participating 
in national and international forums, moderating discussions, and organizing webinars and 
podcasts. Through its dynamic use of social media platforms, Independent Thought amplified 
awareness, disseminated legal information, and engaged wider audiences. Collectively, these 
efforts reinforced the organization’s role as a knowledge leader and catalyst for informed, 
equitable, and rights-based social change. 

3. Program 

3.1 Legal Empowerment of Adolescent Programme (LEAP)- Noida NCR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context 

The Legal Empowerment Adolescents Programme (LEAP), implemented since 2019 in Noida 
(Sectors 5, 8, 9, and 122), aims to empower adolescents to lead positive change in their 
communities. Initiated through the Swawlamban Kendra in Sector–8, the programme focuses on 
transforming attitudes, behaviours, and social norms that restrict adolescent participation, 
especially among girls and marginalized youth.  
 
 
 

Program Title- Legal Empowerment of Adolescent Programme 

Geographic Coverage-Sector–5 and Sector–8, Noida, Sector 122 
Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

Implementation Period- 2025-2026 

Donor/Partners- USTech 

Target Group- Adolescents from Urban Slum Communities 
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LEAP enables adolescents to identify community issues and design solutions, while promoting 
leadership through community outreach, school engagement, adolescent groups, and 
collaboration with local stakeholders. 

 
Objectives 

 
 

Approach  

During FY 2025–26, Independent Thought 
implemented a structured adolescent 
empowerment programme in slum communities of 
Sector–5 and Sector–8, Noida, reaching over 50 
adolescents. The initiative focused on child rights, 
personal safety, health, life skills, gender equality, 
and legal awareness through interactive methods 
such as discussions, role plays, and workshops.  

Following a quarterly engagement model, the programme ensured sustained learning and 
gradual introduction of key themes related to protection, development, and civic responsibility. 

Alongside adolescent engagement, the LEAP 
Programme strengthened community awareness 
through regular interactions, guidance sessions, 
and linkages with government services, enabling 
families to access benefits related to education, 
health, child protection, and social security.  

 

 

 

Addressing 
Exclusion

Promoting 
Adolescent 

Participation

Empowering 
Adolescent 

Girls

Building Skills 
and Assets

Changing 
Attitudes 

and 
Norms

Referral & Linkage 
with Govt. Schemes
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Key Activities  

S. no. Activity name No. of 
activity 

Target Group No of 
Participants 

1.  Life Skills and Personal 
Development 

4 Children 30-40 

2.  CRD Training 5 Adolescents 25-30 

3.  Sessions with 
Adolescents 

15 Adolescents 20-30 

4.  Cultural, Recreational, 
and Awareness Events 

13 Children 20-35 

5.  Summer Camp 1 Children 50+ participants 

6.  Educational Exposure 
Visit 

1 Adolescents 27 

7.  Community 
intervention 

13 Women 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Output 

S.no. Indicator Target achieved 

1 Number of sessions conducted 3 sessions conducted (one in 
each quarter)  

2 Number of adolescents & youth 
trained on child rights law 

20-30 adolescents trained 

3 Number of sessions conducted 
on LEAP 

11 sessions conducted 

4 Number of children participated 
in events 

20-35 adolescents participated 

5 Total number of children 
enrolled in the camp 

50+ adolescents enrolled 
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6 Places visited Waste to wonderland, New 
Delhi 

7 Variety of activities conducted Survey & Data Collection, Field 
Visit, Women’s meetings, 
Awareness session program 
with Noida Police 

  
Reach 

Reach out through various activities from 2014-2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Outcomes & Impact 

• Provided a safe environment for children, adolescents, and youth to achieve holistic 

development. 

• Empowered community to address all kind of violence against children, including neglect, 

child sexual abuse, Child Labour, and Child Marriage. 

• Cultivated a responsible and productive adolescent and youth demographic, prepared for 

positive community contribution. 

• Developed an educated and empowered cadre of community members, capable of 

guiding and supporting underprivileged children away from negative influences. 

• Engaged parents in prioritizing children's specially girls’ wellbeing and education, enabling 

them to address Child Protection issues at the community level. 

Case study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During a community survey, Independent Thought identified Mrs. Lata Devi as a vulnerable widow who was unaware 
of the government Widow Pension Scheme. The organization informed her about the scheme, its eligibility criteria, 
benefits, and application process. They also guided her in preparing the necessary documents, such as her husband’s 
death certificate, Aadhaar card, residence proof, income certificate, bank passbook, and photographs, and provided 
assistance with the application procedure. 

Through this support, Mrs. Lata Devi gained awareness of government social security schemes and began the process 
of applying for the Widow Pension Scheme. The expected monthly financial support will help her meet basic 
household needs, support her children’s education, and improve her overall financial stability. This intervention has 
given her hope for a more secure, dignified, and independent future. 
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Learnings 

• Adolescents respond enthusiastically to 

interactive, creative formats (painting, games, 

role play), which should be continued and 

expanded. 

• Safe & supportive spaces are essential for 
adolescents to express themselves and build 
confidence. 

• Community involvement enhances relevance and 
sustainability of youth led initiatives. 

• Strengthen partnerships and collaboration with 
relevant stakeholders, including government 
agencies, civil society organizations, and communities, to enhance the reach and impact 
of the program.  

• Skill-building opportunities (i.e. communication, problem-solving, leadership) directly 
increase youth engagement and impact. 

• Explore innovative approaches and technologies that can enhance the delivery of legal 
empowerment initiatives, making them more accessible and engaging for adolescents. 

Challenges 

While implementing the programme, the team encountered several challenges: 
• Irregular attendance due to family responsibilities 

• Limited awareness among parents regarding the importance of such sessions 

• Space constraints for conducting activities in slum areas 

Despite these challenges, continuous engagement and community rapport helped ensure 
sustained participation. 

Sustainability 

The programme has demonstrated strong potential for 
long-term sustainability through community ownership, 
capacity building, and system linkages. Increased 
engagement of parents and community members has 
fostered a supportive environment for sustaining 
positive behavioral changes, especially for girls’ 
education and wellbeing. 

• The linkages are expected to continue benefiting families beyond the programme period, 
ensuring ongoing access to rights and entitlements. 
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• The critical life skills enable adolescents to navigate challenges independently and 
contribute positively to their communities. 

• The established trust between the field team and the community further supports 
expansion and long-term impact. 

• Collaboration with local institutions such as Anganwadi centres and community groups 
has strengthened grassroots systems. 

3.2 Technical Support Agency for Government of Assam in Ending Child Marriage 

   
1. Context 

The project “Best Interest of Children in Assam (Assam Sisura Sarbashreshth Abhiruchi)” aims 
to strengthen child protection systems and ensure that the rights and best interests of children 
are prioritized in governance and community interventions across Assam. 

Despite the presence of various child protection policies and schemes, gaps exist in 
coordination between government departments, awareness among communities, and 
effective implementation of child protection mechanisms. Issues such as child marriage, child 
trafficking, child labour, and lack of awareness about child rights continue to affect vulnerable 
children. 

To address these challenges, Independent Thought, with the support of UNICEF, is providing 
technical and programmatic support to the Government of Assam. The intervention focuses on 
strengthening institutional systems, capacity building of government stakeholders, and 
community engagement to promote the best interests of children in line with the Juvenile 
Justice Act, Child Protection Policies, and Mission Shakti initiatives. 

2. Objectives 

• Strengthen child protection mechanisms and systems in Assam. 

• Build capacity of government stakeholders and frontline workers on child rights and 
protection. 
 
 

Program Title- Best Interest of Children in Assam – Assam Sisura Sarbashreshth Abhiruchi, 
implement by Independent Thought with UNICEF Guwahati 
 
Geographic Coverage- Dhubri, South Salmara Mankachar, Kokrajhar, Darrang, Udalguri, Morigaon, 
Nagaon, Baksa, Majuli, Jorhat, Hailakandi, Cachar & Sribhumi 
 
Implementation Period- June 2025 to May 2026 
 
Donor/Partners- UNICEF 
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• Promote awareness among communities on the best interest of children. 

• Support government departments in planning and implementing child protection 
initiatives. 

• Ensure better coordination among departments working for children and adolescents.  
 

3. Reach 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 350 Child Marriage cases were reported to DCPU/CWC and Child Helpline. These numbers 
were shared by DCPU & CHL. 95% cases converted in CM after elopement. (Complete 
details were not shared due to their protocol & confidentiality). 

• Approximately 500 + community members benefited indirectly through awareness 
activities, community discussions, and institutional strengthening efforts. 

 
4. Approach 

The project follows a multi-level and collaborative approach, including: 

• Technical Support: Providing policy and programmatic 
guidance to state and district departments. 

• Capacity Building: Training government officials, frontline 
workers, and community leaders on child protection issues. 

• Institutional Strengthening: Supporting the development of 
modules, guidelines, and action plans. 

• Community Engagement: Conducting awareness programs 
with adolescents, parents, and communities. 

• Coordination & Advocacy: Facilitating coordination between 
departments such as WCD, Police, Education, and Social 
Welfare. 
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5. Key Activities  

Activity name No. of activity Target Group No of 
Participants 

State-level coordination meetings 3 Government Official 50 

Field visits to departments and institutions 7 Government 
stakeholders 

40 

Development and finalization of Kishori Got 
module 

1 Adolescent girls 19 

Convergence meeting 14 Government 
Stakeholders 

623 

Capacity building session 4 Frontline officials 80 

Community awareness program 6 Adolescents and 
community 
members 

150 

 
6. Outputs 

 

Indicator Target Achieved 
Coordination meetings conducted 30 30 

Field visits completed 25 25 

Training module developed 1 0 

Capacity building sessions conducted 4 4 

Beneficiaries reached 150 170 

Convergence 1000 623 

 

7. Outcomes & Impact 

• Improved coordination between state departments on 
child protection.  

• Increased awareness among stakeholders about the 
best interest principle in child protection. 

• Strengthened capacity of frontline workers to identify 
and respond to child protection issues. 

• Development and preparation for rollout of the Kishori 
Got training module 

• Enhanced understanding among communities about 
child rights and protection. 

• Increased engagement of adolescents in discussions on 
rights and protection. 

• Strengthened government systems for addressing 
issues affecting children. 
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Testimonials 

 

 

 

 

8. Learnings 

• Continuous engagement with government departments improves coordination 
and implementation. 

• Capacity building is essential for frontline workers to effectively address child 
protection issues. 

• Institutional strengthening requires regular follow-ups and technical support. 

• Engaging adolescents and communities create stronger ownership of child protection 
initiatives.  

9. Challenges 

• Delay in approvals and budget allocation at the state level. 

• Coordination challenges between departments. 

• Limited awareness in some communities about child rights and protection mechanisms. 

• Administrative delays affecting implementation timelines. 

• Limited availability of trained personnel during module development and review processes. 
 

10. Sustainability 

The project focuses on strengthening existing government systems and institutions, ensuring 
sustainability through: 

• Capacity building of government officials and frontline workers. 

• Development of training modules and institutional guidelines. 

• Integration of child protection priorities into government action plans. 

• Community engagement for long-term behavioral change. 

3.3 Building a network to create gender friendly workplace 

Under the Prevention of Sexual Harassment (POSH) programme, Independent Thought is 
empaneled as the 3rd party member in the Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) of a number of 
commercial and educational establishments. As an empaneled member, we organize and 
moderate periodic ICC meetings, provide training on the Sexual Harassment of Women at 
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 and related issues to the employees 
of our partners.  

"The discussions and technical support provided through this 

initiative have helped us better understand how to integrate the 

best interest of children into departmental planning’’- 

Government official, Women & Child Development” 
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List of the partners 2025-26: 

• Fusionnet 

• SAR TeleVenture (FusionNet)  

• Innova Solutions  

• IHB (JV of IOCL, HPCL and BPCL) 

• GNAP Noida  

• AKASA Group Companies 

• CLN Sector 140, Noida 

• Contata 

• HBD Packaging 

• Katzon  

• SBT-NGO 

• Stefanini 

• Vansun Milking (Noida) 

• WAE Noida  

• FFIPL Future Focus Chennai 

• GlobalLogic  

• PG Bhiwadi  

• PG Electroplast Unit 3 

• PG Electroplast Unit 5 

• PG GoodWorth  

• PG NGM Bhiwadi 

• PGTPL Unit 1 

• PGTPL Unit 3  

• Any Graphic, Greater Noida 

• Tansorg GGN 

• Change Alliance 
 

Empaneled with Government: State Level 
Workshop on the Sexual Harassment of Women 
at Workplace Act, 2013 in Kohima "Sensitization 
of Department's ICC & LC Members" by NSCW, 
NCW 
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3.4 Cyber Chakarvyuh 

Independent Thought has been actively advancing child and women’s safety in digital spaces as 
part of its rights-based legal and policy work. As a co-founder of Cyber Chakarvyuh, the 
organization contributes to building a safe, inclusive, and accountable internet, with a focus on 
vulnerable groups, especially children. 

During the year, it conducted workshops, trainings, and awareness programmes on cyber safety, 
digital rights, and responsible online behaviour for children, youth, educators, and community 
stakeholders. These initiatives addressed key issues such as cyberbullying, online harassment, 
and digital exploitation. 

Independent Thought also engaged in policy advocacy and collaborative efforts with civil society 
and experts to strengthen legal frameworks, improve institutional responses, and promote digital 
literacy for safer online environments. 

Key Activities 

Cyber Safety & Digital Awareness Initiatives (2025–2026)  
• Launched SHIKHAR: Cyber Safety 

Guidelines for Adolescents in Bilaspur, 
Himachal Pradesh (March 2026), along with 
a cyber safety song initiative.  

• Conducted school-based awareness 
sessions on cybercrime, online safety, and 
data protection for adolescent girls in 
Guwahati, Assam (March 2026).  

• Organized a multi-stakeholder consultation 
in Bilaspur on cyberbullying, online 
grooming, cyber fraud, and unsafe digital 
behaviour among adolescents. 

 

Community & Institutional Engagements (2025) 
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• Led digital safety awareness programmes for women and 
adolescent girls in Noida in collaboration with law 
enforcement authorities.  

• Conducted multiple district-level awareness sessions across 
Assam (Baksa, Barpeta, Udalguri) under campaigns like the 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, focusing on 
cybercrime, digital violence, and safe online practices.  

• Facilitated capacity-building programmes for adolescent 
groups (Kishori Sevika Gots) on digital safety, gender 
sensitization, and mental wellbeing with support from 
UNICEF.  

Campaign Highlights 

• Contributed to the launch and implementation of the 16 

Days Campaign emphasizing digital violence prevention 

under the theme “UNiTE to End Digital Violence Against 

Women and Girls”.  

• Promoted awareness on cyber threats such as online 

harassment, stalking, fraud, and misuse of personal data, 

including dissemination of cyber helpline information (1930). 

3.5 Campaign Against Child Marriage (CACM) 

The Campaign Against Child Marriage (CACM) is a national, law-centric initiative of Independent 
Thought, working to eliminate child, early, and forced marriage in India through legal 
enforcement, institutional accountability, and systems strengthening. 

Since its inception in 2013, CACM has focused on transforming the response to child marriage 
from awareness-driven interventions to governance-led accountability frameworks. The 
campaign works closely with government institutions, judiciary, law enforcement agencies, and 
civil society to ensure that existing child protection laws are effectively implemented. 

CACM positions child marriage not merely as a social issue but as a serious violation of child 
rights, women’s rights, and constitutional guarantees. 

Actions by CACM: 

Key Programmes & Trainings (2026)  
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• Conducted a 10-day adolescent empowerment 
awareness programme on ending child marriage in 
schools across Kamrup Metro, Assam (March 2026).  

• Organized and supported multiple capacity-building 
trainings for Child Marriage Prohibition Officers 
(CMPOs) across Kamrup Metro, Goalpara, and Darrang 
(Jan–Feb 2026), in collaboration with UNICEF and 
Independent Thought.  

• Facilitated state-level refresher training for Nyay Sakhis 
to strengthen Nari Adalats (Jan 2026).  

• Conducted stakeholder convergence meetings under 
national campaigns like Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat and Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao across multiple districts (Dec 
2025–Jan 2026).  

Capacity Building, Awareness & Campaigns (Late 2025)  

• Organized district and state-level convergence meetings to 
strengthen inter-departmental coordination for ending child marriage 
across Assam districts.  
• Conducted training programmes for adolescent girls, frontline 
workers, and elected women representatives under Mission Shakti.  
• Led webinars and consultations with CSOs on child marriage 
prevention.  
• Supported campaigns aligned with 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence (2025).  
 

Consultations & Regional Engagements (2025) 

• Participated in state and regional consultations on child 
protection and child marriage (Assam, Nepal, Sri Lanka).  
• Collaborated with government departments, civil society, 
and international partners like SAIEVAC.  
 

Other Awareness Initiatives (2025) 

• Conducted programmes on human trafficking, witch 
hunting, and child protection across multiple 
districts.  

• Organized panchayat-level awareness sessions and 
district committee meetings on child marriage 
prevention.  
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3.6 Media Fellowship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Introduction 
The Assam Media Fellowship on Child Rights, initiated by 
Independent Thought in partnership with the Network of 
Women in Media, Assam (NWMI), aimed to strengthen the 
capacity of media professionals in Assam to report on child rights 
issues ethically, responsibly, and with sensitivity. The fellowship 
addressed pressing regional concerns including child marriage, 
trafficking, abuse, online exploitation, and violations of child 
protection laws. 

The programme emphasized a rights-based and trauma-informed approach to journalism, 
combining legal understanding with ethical reporting practices. Participants were encouraged to 
critically reflect on their role as media professionals and to adopt child-sensitive frameworks in 
news gathering and dissemination. 

B. Key Highlights 

• Interactive expert-led sessions with active 
participant engagement. 

• Strong emphasis on legal and ethical 
frameworks including POCSO Act, JJ Act, IT 
Act, and Press Council norms. 

• Focused discussions on digital risks such as 
cybercrime, misinformation, and deepfakes. 

• Hands-on story pitching and SOP application exercises. 
 
C. Expected Outcomes 

• Improved ethical and legal child rights reporting capacity 
among journalists. 

• Adoption of trauma-informed and child-sensitive reporting 
practices. 

• Strengthened collaboration between media and child 
protection institutions.  

Child Rights Media Fellowship Assam, 2026 
Organized by: Independent Thought in collaboration 
with Network of Women in Media, Assam (NWMI) 
Duration: 8 Hours over 4 Sessions 
Dates: 21st – 28th January 2026 
Mode: Online 
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• Contribution towards Assam-specific child rights media guidelines. 
 
3.2.1 Conclusion 

The Assam Media Fellowship on Child Rights provided a crucial platform for building awareness, 
strengthening ethical journalism, and fostering collaboration between media professionals and 
child protection stakeholders. The fellowship reinforced the media’s responsibility in safeguarding 
children’s rights and promoting a rights-based reporting culture in Assam. 

4. Events, Webinar & Knowledge Engagement 

Throughout the year, the organization actively engaged in a wide range of knowledge-sharing 
and capacity-building activities. The team attended various national and international events, 
moderated expert sessions, participated in panel discussions, and organized webinars on themes 
relevant to its mission and program areas. These engagements provided valuable platforms to  
exchange ideas, share best practices, and build partnerships with academic institutions, civil 
society organizations, development agencies, and policy experts. 
 
Through these, the organization strengthened its role as a knowledge partner and facilitator of 
meaningful discussions, contributing to informed decision-making and collaborative action 
among stakeholders. 

• Intergenerational Dialogue for a Child-Inclusive 2030 Agenda brings together children, youth, 

and regional bodies to amplify young people’s leadership in achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals. (Virtual Event) by World Vision International with support from ACWC, 

UNICEF, and SAIEVAC on 24th Feb, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A leading authority on child rights and juvenile justice, Dr. Vikram Srivastava brings deep 
expertise in rights-based jurisprudence, procedural safeguards, and systemic reform under 
the JJ Act, 2015 at One-Day Training Programme for JJB, organised by the Access to Justice 
for Prisoners (AJP) Program, NALSAR University of Law, in collaboration with the Judicial 
Academy. Theme: Strengthening Decision-Making and Procedural Justice under the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 on 31st January, 2026 



 

Independent Thought – Annual Report – 2025-2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Session Taken by Dr. Vikram Srivastava, At the National Symposium “संवाद से संकल्प तक-For 

Every Woman and Child": Bharat@2047” held in New Delhi by ATSEC India in Collaboration 

with The Asia Foundation, Bal Kalyan Sangh, Girls Not Brides, Miracle Foundation India & Yuva 

Manthan on 12th- 13th Jan, 2026 

 

• Participated in Strategy Meeting of Technical Working Group and Asia Launch: State of the 

World's Girls Report 2025 'Let me be a Child, not a Wife' (Accelerating Progress to End Child 

Marriage in South Asia and Advancing Girls Rights at Bangkok, Thailand by SAIEVAC on 27th -

28th Nov. 2025 

• Independent Thought as a Technical advisor participated in Inauguration of the Centre for 

Inspiring the Rights of Children for Learning and Empowerment (CIRCLE) at Conference Hall, 

Delhi by South Asian University (SAU) on 20th Nov, 2025 
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• Participated in 10th National Annual Stakeholders 

Consultation on Safeguarding the Girl Child towards a 

Safer and Enabling Environment for her in India at 

Supreme Court of India, Mathura Road, New Delhi by 

Juvenile Justice Committee, Supreme Court of India in 

association with UNICEF on 11th- 12th Oct, 2025 

 

• Moderate webinar on "Mental health of Children in the 

Digital Age" organized by Bal Kalyan Sangh on 10th Oct, 

2025 

 

 

 

 

• Anchored Regional Consultation (Webinar) was organized 

by the Assam State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

(ASCPCR) in collaboration with Independent Thought, 

focusing on strengthening efforts to eliminate Child Marriage 

on 9th Oct, 2025  

• Regional Consultation on Child Protection in Emergencies with Special Focus on children on the 
move, Child Labour and Child Marriage in Nagarkot, Nepal (30th -31st Aug, 2025) (SAIEVAC) 

• Sri Lanka National Children’s Consultation (SNCC): Ending Violence Against Children with a Special 
Focus on Emergency Preparedness and Response Mechanisms (12-13 June, 2025) 

5. National Legal Essay Competition  

12th Independent Thought National Legal Essay Competition, 2025 (Under the Aegis of 
SAIEVAC)  

Independent Thought successfully organized the 12th 
National Legal Essay Competition, 2025, under the aegis 
of the South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against 
Children (SAIEVAC), with the objective of engaging law 
students across the country in critical discourse on child 
rights and related legal frameworks in India.The annual 
competition continues to serve as an important academic 
platform that encourages young legal minds to think 
beyond their classroom learning and develop deeper 
insights into contemporary legal and policy issues 
affecting children. By participating in the competition, 
students are encouraged to reflect on their role as future  
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lawyers, policymakers, and jurists committed to protecting and promoting the rights of children, 
reporting violations, and contributing to policy reform. 
 
The theme for the 2025 competition was “Bonded Labour to Modern Slavery – Is the System 
Abolished!?”  The theme was particularly significant as it coincides with the 50th anniversary of  
the enactment of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, which declared bonded labour 
illegal in India. While the Act marked a historic legal step towards abolishing debt bondage, 
concerns remain regarding gaps in enforcement, identification of victims, and effective 
rehabilitation mechanisms. 
 
The competition invited participants to critically analyse whether bonded labour has truly been 
eradicated or if it continues to persist in new forms resembling modern slavery. Students were 
encouraged to explore the structural challenges within legal enforcement and governance, and 
to propose innovative law and policy reforms, as well as practical implementation strategies to 
address the issue. 

6. Internship  

Interns of the year 2025-2026 

As part of our ongoing commitment to experiential learning, Independent Thought runs a 

monthly 4-week internship programme, through which students from law, social work, and 

allied disciplines participate in hands-on human rights work. During this period, 19 students 

undertook their fieldwork internship with the organization. 

The interns contributed to: 

• Research and documentation  

• Community-based field engagement  

• Legal and social analysis  

• Supporting program implementation  

Through this programme, interns gained practical exposure to human rights advocacy, 

community issues, and organizational processes. Below is the list of the interns:  

S. No. Name Course and Year College / University 

1 Marine Basumatary MSW, 4th Semester NERIM Group of Institutions, 
Guwahati 

2 Tahrin Aktar Laskar MSW, 4th Semester NERIM Group of Institutions, 
Guwahati 

3 Samina Begum MSW, 4th Semester NERIM Group of Institutions, 
Guwahati 

4 Ritu Sohbar MSW, 4th Semester NERIM Group of Institutions, 
Guwahati 

5 Bhargavi Doley MSW, 4th Semester NERIM Group of Institutions, 
Guwahati 
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6 T. Tingbong Koireng MSW, 4th Semester NERIM Group of Institutions, 
Guwahati 

7 Priyanka Verma Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.), 3rd 
Semester 

Lucknow University, Uttar Pradesh 

8 Akshat Dwivedi B.B.A. LL.B., 2nd Year Symbiosis Law School, Noida 

9 Akshat Adarsh B.A. LL.B., 2nd Year Symbiosis Law School, Noida 

10 Dhairya Gupta LL.B. (Hons.), 3rd Year Jindal Global Law School, O.P. Jindal 
Global University 

11 Ruddra Mehta B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.), 1st Year Institute of Law, Nirma University 

12 Naina Chandra B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 1st Year (1st 
Semester) 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad National Law 
University, Prayagraj 

13 Shivansh Pathak B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 2nd Year 
(3rd Semester) 

National Law University and Judicial 
Academy, Assam 

14 Kratika Singh B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 2nd Year National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru 

15 Stuti Gupta B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 2nd Year 
 

National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru 

16 Nishant Kumar B.A. LL.B. (Hons), 2nd Year. National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru 

17 Bhumi Meena B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 2nd Year National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru 

18 Vania Mittal B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 2nd Year National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru 

19 Prajwal Singh B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), 2nd Year National Law School of India 
University, Bengaluru 

7. IEC & Knowledge Products 

Independent Thought are working with DWCD in Assam on IECs regarding Adolescents 

Empowerment and Child Marriage so that other districts can use it. 
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8. Collaboration with Networks and Alliances  

• Collaboration with Noida police to organize a social awareness program for women at 
Noida sector -8 

• Assam Government departments collaborated 
o Department of Women & Child Development (DWCD) 
o State Hub for Empowerment of Women (SHEW) 
o District Hub for Empowerment of Women (SHEW) 
o District Child Protection Units (DCPU) 

• Technical institutions 
o UNICEF Guwahati 

• Academic institutions 
o Engagement with training institutions for module development. 

• CBOs/CSOs 
o Local civil society organizations supporting awareness activities. 

• Volunteer  
o Community volunteers supporting outreach activities. 

9. Key Achievement  

• Independent Thought vs. Union of India (2017) 10 SCC 800, Supreme Court read down 
Exception 2 to Section 375 of IPC, declaring sex with minor wife as Rape, leading to change 
in Law (Sec 63, Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita, 2023) 

• Independent Thought is empaneled by Ministry of Women & Child Development, 
Govt of India under Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, 2013 for imparting 
trainings, compliance etc 

• UN High Commissioner for Human Rights welcomed the Independent Thought Judgment 
of Hon’ble Supreme Court declaring sexual intercourse by a man with his wife, aged below 
18, was rape, in its letter to Minister of External Affairs, Government of India 
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• Prohibition of Child Marriage (Haryana Amendment) Bill, 2020 amendment to Section 3 of 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, declaring "every child marriage solemnized to be 
void-ab-initio". The notification specifically mentions Independent Thought judgment in 
Object & Reasons 

• Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and Sports 
(EWCY&S) invited Independent Thought in person for suggestions on “Prohibition of Child 
Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021” 

• Independent Thought was invited by the Law Commission of India report 283 for its views 

• Independent Thought / CACM is part of Uttar Pradesh State Rules for PCMA, 2006 drafting 
Committee 

• Established the Children Law Research Centre, GLA University, Mathura, Uttar Pradesh 

• Independent Thought invited as a Legal Research Think-tanks/Organizations in preparing 
Vision India@2047 document on the Judicial System of India for which the theme 
shortlisted is "Justice for All: Developing a Speedy, Affordable & Technology-Enabled 
Citizen-Centric Doorstep Justice Delivery System “by Department of Justice, GOI. 

• Dr. Vikram Srivastava, Founder, Independent Thought, is Technical Advisor to South Asia 
Initiative to end Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC) SAARC body 

• Dr. Vikram Srivastava, Founder, Independent Thought was Rise Up Leadership Fellow in 
Rise Up Cohort: India 2020 

10. Independent Thought Family / Our Team 

10.1 Management  

S. No. Board Members Designation 

1 Mr. Ashutosh Srivastava President 

2 Ms. Ranjana Srivastava Secretary 

3 Mr. Anant Ranjan Treasurer 

4 Mr. Pradeep Narayanan Members 

5 Mr. Uday Shankar Members 

6 Ms. Promila Sharma Members 

7 Mr. Pushpam Members 

8 Mr. Ravi Prakash Members 

9 Ms. Preet Kumar Sinha Members 

10.2 Program Team  

Name Designation  

Ms. Ruchika Khavadiya Program Coordinator  

Ms. Sangeeta  Office Assistant  

Sh. Abhishek Singh Office Assistant 
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Sh. Ram Kishor Mahawar Advocate and Lead, Child Protection  

Ms. Nazia Sultana  Assistant Manager  

Sh. Shahrukh Ahmed Assistant Manager 

Ms. Murshida Yasmin Assistant Manager 

Ms. Rumi Program Coordinator 

Ms. Jinti Mani Sharma Program Coordinator 

Ms. Arti Community Mobiliser  

11. Independent Thought in Media 

11.1 Social Media 

Independent Thought maintains an active and well-structured presence across social media 
platforms including Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp groups, and YouTube. These platforms 
are regularly used to share updates, recent news from across the country, important court 
judgments, and other relevant developments related to the organization’s work. During the 
year, several webinars and podcasts were conducted, creating opportunities for wider 
engagement, knowledge sharing, and public awareness. 
 
Best Interest Podcast: An initiative of Independent Thought.  Independent Thought has been 
hosting a webinar series in the best interests of adolescents, especially girls. 
www.bestinterest.in | www.ithought.in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Age of Consent!? In the Best Interest of Children” on 

24th Jan, 2026 with Shri Priyank Kanoongo, Member, 

NHRC and Ex-Chairperson, NCPCR in conversation with 

Dr. Vikram Srivastava, Adv and Founder, Independent 

Thought: https://tinyuri.com/CACMIndia  

 

 
“Decreasing the Age of Consent and its impact among girls 

belonging to vulnerable groups on 3rd Feb, 2026 with Shri Javed 

Malik, National President, Akhil Bhartiya Pasmanda Muslims 

Manch and Shri Sunil Ahirwar, Social Worker, Dr. Ambedkar Jan 

Kalyan Samiti in conversation with Dr. Vikram Srivastava, Adv 

and Founder, Independent Thought: 

https://tinyuri.com/CACM26-002 

 

https://tinyuri.com/CACMIndia
https://tinyuri.com/CACM26-002
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Social Media Link: 

o https://youtube.com/@independentthoughtindia?si=tF5vVHuMBDS5bsE_ 

o https://www.facebook.com/share/1DMyHYZXgF/ 

o https://www.facebook.com/groups/1524218621192244/?ref=share&mibext

id=KtfwRi 

o https://twitter.com/ithoughtIndia 

o https://twitter.com/YChildMarriage 

 
“Gaming, Obsession, and Adolescents: A Wake-Up Call for India” on 6th 

Feb, 2026 with Dr. Aastha Dhingra, Clinical Psychologist, Shri. Arvind 

Singh, Director, Matri Sudha and Mrs. Supriya Srivastava, Director 

Principal, Innovera School, Pune and Founder, Article21A with Dr. Vikram 

Srivastava, Adv and Founder, Independent Thought: 

https://tinyurl.com/BestInterest003 

 

 
“Decreasing the Age of Consent – the Legal 

Dilemma”10 Feb, 2026 with Prof. Dr. Geetanjali 

Ghosh, Head, Department of Law, Tezpur 

University, Assam and Adv Liyi Marli Noshi, Child 

Rights Activist and Fulbright Humphrey Fellow, 

USA in conversation with Dr. Vikram Srivastava, 

Adv and Founder, Independent Thought: 

https://tinyurl.com/BestInterest004 

 
“Age of Consent: Balancing between Mental Maturity, 

Evolving Capacities and Best Interest of a Child (Adolescent)” 

on 27th Feb, 2026 with Dr. Himangshu Ranjan Nath, Assistant 

Professor of Law of the National Law University and Judicial 

Academy, Assam and Dr. Aastha Dhingra, Clinical Psychologist 

in Conversation with Dr. Vikram Srivastava, Adv and Founder, 

Independent Thought: https://tinyurl.com/BestInterest005   

 

https://youtube.com/@independentthoughtindia?si=tF5vVHuMBDS5bsE_
https://www.facebook.com/share/1DMyHYZXgF/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1524218621192244/?ref=share&mibextid=KtfwRi
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1524218621192244/?ref=share&mibextid=KtfwRi
https://twitter.com/ithoughtIndia
https://tinyurl.com/BestInterest003
https://tinyurl.com/BestInterest004
https://tinyurl.com/BestInterest005
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11.2 Media coverage  

 

 

 



 

Independent Thought – Annual Report – 2025-2026 

 

12. Our Partners  
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13. Photo Gallery  

 

  

 

 

 


